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Bechyneé — Bohyné
keramiky

v

Ceské zeme jsou odedavna spjaty s mnoha femesinymi tradicemi. Diky boha-
tym a kvalitnim loZiskOm kaolinu a jil0 je dodnes na naSem Uzemf vysoce rozvinuty
keramicky prOmysl. Jednim z takovych mist je i jihoCeskd Bechyné. Ne nadarmo
je pravé zde nejzndméjsi tuzemskd Skola pro keramiky, kterd t&€Zf z tradice vyroby
keramiky v Bechyni uz od 16. stoleti. Nejstarsi zpravy o Bechyni ma jiz Kosmas,
ktery se o mésté zminuje ve spojitosti s knéznou Libusi, coZ vysvétluje, proc je toto
jméno ¢asto citovano v ndzvech Bechyniskych ulic. Nicméné existuji také informace
o etymologii samotného nazvu Bechyné, které pry vzniklo ze slova bohyné. To pro-
to, Ze LibuSe zde byla obyvatelstvem uctivdna jako boZstvo. Bechyné jako mésto
byla ovSem zaloZena oficidlné az roku 1323 Ceskym krdlem Janem Lucemburskym.
Kromé néj ale mély na mésto vliv i dalsi ndrodné dUleZité osobnosti jako napfiklad
Pfemysl| Otakar II., Vladislav II., Ladislav ze Sternberka, &i slavny jiho&esky velmoz
Petr Vok z Rozmberka.

«—

Mésto Bechyné — dobova rytina — nedatovano

Bechyné — Goddess

of Ceramics

—|_he Czech lands have always been
connected with many craft traditions.
Thanks to the rich and high-quality kaolin
and clay deposits, the highly evolved
ceramics industry is flourishing to this day.
One of such places is the South Bohemian
town of Bechyné. Benefitting from the
five hundred years of traditional ceramics
making, it is no surprise that the most
famous ceramics school in the nation is
located here. The oldest references about
Bechyné are from Kosmas, who mentioned
the town in connection to princess Libuse.
This explains why her name is often used
in the names of many of Bechyné’s streets.
However, there is some information about
the etymology of Bechyné’'s name, which
was allegedly derived from the word
goddess (bohyné in Czech). The reason is
that Libuse was worshipped as a deity here.
Bechyné was however officially established
as a town in 1323 by the Czech king John
of Bohemia. Apart from him other important
personalities had an impact on the town
throughout history, for example, Ottokar
[I. of Bohemia, Vladislaus ll, Ladislav of
Sternberk or the famous Czech nobleman
Petr Vok of Rosenberg.



\J ednou z neprehlédnutelnych dominant mésta je obloukovy most nazyvany pfi- O ne of the most striking town landmarks is the arch bridge peculiarly called
znacné ,Bechyniska duha.” Most se smélym obloukem, podle projektu Ing. Eduarda “The Bechyné Rainbow”. With its ambitious arch, the bridge was designed by Ing.
Viktory, byl jednim z technicky nejsmélejSich zamér¥ své doby a byl slavnostné Eduard Viktor and was one of the most technologically ambitious projects of its
otevien k 10. vyro¢i zaloZeni republiky dne 28. Fijna 1928. V roce 2014 byl most time. It was ceremonially opened on the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the
prohldsen ndrodni kulturni pamatkou. republic on October 28, 1928. It was declared as a national heritage site in 2014.
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Stavba mostu ,Bechyriskd duha” — Ignac Sechtl a Josef JindFich Sechtl fotoateliér — 1926-1928 Zelezobetonovy obloukovy most ,Bechyriska duha” — 21. stoleti



Pocatky a vyvoj The Beginnings anc
keramického Development of the
prumyslu Ceramic Industry

Skuteénost, Ze pUvabné jihoCeské mésteCko Bechyné je nerozlué¢né spjato —|_he fact - .that the charming
s keramikou, mé své dobré divody. Tradice saha az do 16. stoleti, kdy se zde roz- South: Bohemian town of ' Bechyné
vijelo hrncifstvi a kamnarstvi. Zdejsi hrnce a hrnicky postupné dosahly takového is inseparable with ceramics has: its
véhlasu, Ze byly k dostani nejen na proslulych trzich na prazské Kampé, ale tfeba reasons. The tradition dates back to
i v Rakousku. Vyhlasené byly také keramické stfeSni tasky, takzvané bechynské the 16th century. when: pottery and
haky ¢&i lidoveé esovky, jejichZ vyroba trvala az do II. svétové valky. Jesté dnes zdobi stove-fitting started to develop. Local
krovy nékterych mistnich domkd. pots and mugs eventually became so
famous that they could be found not
only on fabled Prague markets, but
also as far as Austria. Also renowned
were ceramic roof tiles, the so-called
Bechyné hooks or colloquially known
as aces, which were produced until
World War 1::They grace the roofs of
many local‘houses to this day.

«—

Dobové rytina — nedatovano
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Pohled na Bechyfisky zamek od Feky — Ignac Sechtl a Josef JindFich Sechtl fotoateliér — 19. stoleti Detail stfesni tasky ,esovky” — 19. stoleti

!

Bechyriské haky ,esovky” — 19. stoletf
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Tradi¢ni bechynska keramicka dilna — nedatovano




Kamnarstv

Zésadm’ rozvoj femeslné vyroby keramiky v Bechyni pfinesla druha polovina
19. stoleti. V roce 1875 tu kniZzeci rod PaarU zaCal ve své tovarné vyrabét kachlo-
véd kamna a hlinéné nadobi. O devét let pozdéji byla ve mésté oteviena nejstarsi
odborna keramicka $kola v Cechach. Podle jejiho vzoru nasledné vznikaly podobné
vzdélavaci instituce u nds i v zahrani¢i. NejzndmnéjSim bechyrfiskym kamnarem byl
FrantiSek Lenner st., dovedny a proziravy kamnar. (1827 -=1911). V roce 1855 za-
lozil kamnarskou dilnu, ve které pracoval az do své smrti. Kromé vlastni zivnosten-
ské Cinnosti, kterou pozdéji pfedal svému synovi (FrantiSek Lenner ml.), pracoval
i ve sluzbach kniZzete Paara na vyrobé kamen v kniZzeci tovarné. Znacka Lennerovek
se dodnes udrZela jako vizitka dokonalosti kamnéarského vyrobku. Kamna méla do-
brou vyhfevnost a péknou, bohaté zdobenou architekturu. Lennerovy vyrobky byly
povéstné a byly proddvany do vSech mést na Ceském jihu, do méstanskych domu
i do zAdmka.

Bkl o =¥ f'.'}.-"'a{..- o

P V. PAAR'SCHE

1

Navrh tovarny knizete Karla Paara — SOA Trebori — 19. stoleti

«—

UFednf dopis tovarny K. Paara — SOA Trebor — 19. stoleti

Giiee gitiieg

The craftsmen ceramics production
in Bechyné saw a major development in
the second half of the 19th century. The
count lineage of Paar began producing
ceramic stoves and clay dishes in their
factory in 1875. Nine years later, the
oldest specialized ceramic school in
Bohemia was founded here in town.
Similar institutions were later founded
in a similar pattern in Bohemia as well
as abroad. The most famous stove-fitter
in Bechyné was FrantiSek Lenner sr.
(1827-1911), who was a skillful and
prudent artisan. In 1855 he founded
a stove-fitting workshop, where he
worked until his death. Apart from his own
manufacturing business, which he later
left to his son (FrantiSek Lenner jr.), he
also worked for duke Paar, manufacturing
stoves in the duke’s factory. The brand
Lenner is synonymous with stove-fitting
perfection even to this day. The stoves
had a very good calorific value and a nice,
richly decorated architecture. Lenner's
products were famous and were sold in
every town in South Bohemia to citizens’
houses and to chateaus.

17
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Kamna — ,Lennerovky” — MMB — 19. stoletf

1

FrantiSek Lenner star§i — 20.1.1827-14.6.1911

—

FrantiSek Lenner mladsi — 2.10. 1856-27.11.1929

—

PUvodni kresba kamen — F. Lenner stars$i — 19. stoleti

1

Trida kamnarstvi — Keramicka $kola — MMB — 1909




130 let
keramické sSkoly

Bechyné nebyla pro zaloZeni keramické Skoly vybrana nahodné, keramika se tu
vyrabéla jiz od 16. stoleti. V roce 1884 byla v Bechyni oteviena nejstarsi odborna
keramicka 3kola v Cechach. Vyuka byla zahdjena v bfeznu 1884, ,...aby Zactvo
v ni nabylo teoretické védomosti smeéru technologického, umeéleckého i obchodni-
ho, zaroven i znalosti praktického rdzu uméleckého a zru¢nostf pracovnich,” jak se
uvadi v dobovych listinach. Studium bylo tfileté, do roku 1910 zde mohli studovat
pouze muZi. Po druhé svétové valce byly studijni obory reorganizovany, v roce
1951 bylo studium zménéno na &tyrleté zakoncené maturitou. V pribéhu let do-
chézelo k rdznym zménadm ve vyucovanych oborech, po roce 2000 zanikly technic-
ké obory technologie keramiky a aplikovana chemie a Skola se soustiedila na obory
souvisejici s uméleckou a propagacni tvorbou. S tim souvisela i zména nazvu: od
roku 2009 nese Skola nazev Stfedni umeleckoprdmyslova Skola Bechyné. V roce
2013 byl ve spolupraci se spolecnosti LAUFEN CZ s. r. o. otevfen tfilety u¢fiovsky
obor Vyrobce a dekoratér keramiky a jeho absolventi ziskavaji perspektivu zamést-
nani primo v zdvodé spole&nosti. Za 130 let jeji dosavadni existence Skolu Uspésné
absolvovaly témér Ctyfi tisicovky studentd. Jeji historii i sou¢asnost pripomél v roce
2014 unikatni vystavni projekt ,Fenomén B!” vystavujici prace absolvent’ skoly po
roce 1945. Vystavena byla nejen uZitkova keramika a porcelan, ale také volné ke-
ramické plastiky, obrazy, ukazky designu a dalsi dila.

STREDNI
UMELECKO
PRUMYSLOVA
SKOLA

SUPS BECHYNE BECHYNE

«—

Logo Skoly

130 Years

(F Be il S

Bechymé was not chosen as the location of the ceramic school
by chance; it was because ceramics has been manufactured here
since the 16th century. The oldest specialized ceramics school
in Bohemia was founded in Bechyné in 1884. The education
itself started in March 1884 “in order for the students to gain
theoretical knowledge of technological, artistic and business
methods, as well as practical knowledge of artistic and skillful
methods” as stated in period documents. The program was three
years long and: until 1910 only men could attend it. The courses
got reorganized after the Second World War, and in: 1951 the
program became a four-year-long curriculum concluded by
a graduation exam. Various changes to the courses were made
throughout the years; in 2000 the technical, ceramics technology
and applied chemistry courses were discontinued and the school’s
focus shifted towards artistic and promotional production. With
this change the school’'s:name also changed: since 2009 the
school has been called the Secondary School of Applied Arts
in Bechyné. In 2013, in cooperation with LAUFEN CZ s. r. 0.,
anew three-year program was opened. The graduates of the new
Ceramics Maker and Decorator program have the prospect of
being employed in the company's factory. Nearly four thousand
students have successfully graduated from the school over its
130-year existence. Its history and present was commemorated
in 2014 by a unique exhibition project “Phenomenon B!” which
featured the: works of 'its post-1945 graduates. Functional
ceramics and china alongside ceramic sculptures, paintings and
design illustrations were all exhibited.

21
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Véza — Keramickd Skola — 20. 1éta 20. stoleti

s — 1887

387

—

Pedagogicky sbor — 1884
Faculty — 1884
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Tal¥ s naglazurovym dekorem — I. Novackovd — 2009 Konvice — J. Fabidn — 1995

- 1
Véazy — 60. léta 20. stoletl Cajovy servis — V. Pfihonska — 1994

— 60° of the 20" century Te




Druzstvo
keramiku
3 Keras

PFeIomovym se stalo zaloZeni bechyniského druzstva keramikd absolventy ke-
ramické Skoly v roce 1903. Prave jeho zasluhou byl b&éhem nékolika let postaven
na svou dobu moderni zdvod s pecemi pro vypal keramiky, ktery slouZil az do roku
2009. V roce 1922 se druZstvo keramik® transformovalo na akciovou spolec¢nost
Keras, a. s. zaméstndvajici 25 déInikd a tfi Ufedniky s kapitdlem 1.000.000 K¢.
Od pocatku se orientovala na vyrobu dekorativni a figuraini keramiky, postupné
obnovila také vyrobu kamen a sadrovych forem pro kamnare. Keras se vypracoval
na prosperujici podnik, ktery vyrabél stovky druhd kvalitni figuralni keramiky s vét-
Sinovym podilem ru¢ni prace. ZaslouZil se tak o narUst obliby bechyriské keramiky
v zahranic¢i a jeho jméno je proto pravem spojovano se vznikem novodobé tradice
tuzemské keramiky. Osudy podniku po druhé svétové vdlce urcoval politicky vyvoj
v zemi.

«—

Plastiky — Keras a. s. — MMB — 1983

—

Figurdinf plastika Flétnisty — V. Mafan — Keras a. s. — MMB — 20. léta 20. stoleti

Ceramic Makers

Cooperative
and Keras

The founding of the Bechyné Ceramic
Makers Cooperative in 1903 by the ceramic
school's graduates was critical. Thanks to
the Cooperative, within a few years, a then
modern production factory with ceramic
kilns was built, staying in service until
2009. In 1922 the cooperative transformed
into a joint-stock company Keras, a. s.
which employed 25 workmen and three
accountants and had a 1,000,000 CZK capital.
From the beginning it focused on decorative
and figural ceramics, and eventually it also
resumed production of stoves and plaster
molds for stove-fitters. Keras developed
into a prosperous business that produced
hundreds of varieties of high quality figural
ceramic pieces mostly done by hand. As
aresult, there wasanincreased abroadinterest
in the Bechyné ceramics, and so the name
Keras is rightfully connected to local modern
ceramics tradition. The company'’s fate after
the Second World War was determined by
the political development in the country.

27
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Figuralni plastika Tane¢nice — V. Mafan — Keras a. s. — MMB — 20. |éta 20. stoletf

1

Budova spole¢nosti Keras — MMB — nedatovéano

-

Akcie Keramické akciové spole¢nosti — 1922




Jihotvar, Jihokera,
Jihoceska keramika
n. p. Bechyne

Od roku 1945 podléhala Keramicka akciova spolec¢nost Keras narodni sprave.
V roce 1946 prebird vyrobu Jihotvar. Po roce 1948 prechazi vyroba druzstva na
dalsi spole¢nosti Jihokera, Keramické zavody Znojmo a JihoCeska keramika. Vyra-
bélo se pres 150 druh¥ vyrobkd zejména figurdini i zahradni keramiky od akade-
mickych sochar, pozdéji také od student’ stfedni Skoly

«—

Plastika kapra — Jihotvar — M. Linner — MMB —1975

Jihotvar, Jihokera,
South Bohemian
Ceramics Bechyne

—|_he ceramics joint-stock company Keras had
been:under state administration since 1945. In
1946 Jihotvar took over the production. After
1948 the production of the cooperative transferred
over:to companies Jihokeras, Ceramics Factories
Znojmo: and:  South :Bohemian Ceramics. They
produced: over 150 different products, mostly
figural: -and g@garden ' ceramics from academic
sculptors, and later from high school students as
well.

31
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Plastika Iva — Keramické zavody, n. p. — zavod Bechyné — Bohumil Dobids ml. — MMB — 1962
Lion sculpture — National enterprise Ceramic Factories — Bechyné factory — Bohumil Dobia$ jr. — MMB — 1962

!

Logo Jihokera — MMB — kol. 1970
Logo Jihokera — MMB — ca. 1970

1

Don Quijote — p. Kutalek — Jihokera —MMB — 70. léta 20. stoleti
Don Quijote — Mr. Kutdlek — Jihokera — MMB — 70° of the 20™ century

- t

Zensky akt — Ludmila Vojifova — Jihokera — LLEV — 1985 Medvéd — M. Smutny — Jihokera — MMB — 1975
Female act — Ludmila Vojifovd — Jihokera — LLEV — 1985 Bear — M. Smutny — Jihokera — MMB — 1975

33




\/roce 1950 vznikl samostatny narodni podnik Jihoceskd keramika Bechyné.
Narodni podnik Jihoceska keramika Bechyné sdruZoval od roku 1950 do roku 1958
celou keramickou vyrobu jiznich a stfednich Cech v t&chto zavodech:

Bechyné — vyroba figuraini keramiky — zavod 01

JaroSov nad Nezarkou — vyroba zdravotnické keramiky z fajanse — zavod 02
Pfibram — vyroba zdravotnické keramiky z fajanse — zavod 05

Bfezova Hora — vyroba elektrokeramiky — zavod 05

Kostelec nad Cernymi Lesy — vyroba hrnéitského zbozf — zavod 04

Zabreh na Moravé — vyroba hrnéifského zboZi — zdvod 07

Uhlifské Janovice — vyroba zdravotnické keramiky — zavod 05

Brunsov — vyroba figuralni keramiky — zavod 06

B&hem reorganizace primyslu v roce 1958 se JihoCeskd keramika zaclenila do
vyrobné-hospodarské jednotky ve Znojmé. Na poc¢atku 60. let 20. stoleti vznikl ve
vychodni ¢asti Bechyné moderni zavod na vyrobu zdravotnické keramiky, ktery se
stal patefi JihoCeské keramiky a jehoZ provoz pokracuje Uspésné dodnes.

«—

Mapa keramické vyroby — JihoCeskda keramika Bechyné, n. p. — 1950-1958

A new separate national enterprise called South
Bohemian Ceramics Bechyné was created in 1950.
National enterprise South Bohemian Ceramics Bechyné
united the entire southern and central Bohemian ceramics
production from 1950 to 1958 in the following factories:

Bechyné

figural ceramics production — factory 01

JaroSov nad Nezarkou

faience medical ceramics production — factory 02
Pribram

faience medical ceramics production — factory 05
Brezova Hora

electroceramics production — factory 05
Kostelec nad Cernymi Lesy

pottery goods production — factory 04

Zabreh na Moravé

pottery goods production — factory 07

Uhlirské Janovice

medical ceramics production — factory 05
Brunsov

figural ceramics production — factory 06

During the industry rearrangement in 1958, South
Bohemian Ceramics joined the production and business
entity in Znojmo. A modern factory for medical ceramics
production was built in the eastern part of Bechyné in
the beginning of the 60° of the 20 century and became
the backbone of South Bohemian Ceramics, staying in
production to this day.
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Velké plany Big Plans
1961-1970 LSO SN

Béhem existence narodniho podniku Jihoceska keramika Bechyné vznikaly pla- n the course of the existence
ny na vybudovani nového zavodu, ktery by se soustfedil na vyrobu zdravotnické of the national enterprise South
a uzitkové keramiky. K rozhodnuti zaloZit novy zavod v Bechyni, které padlo roku Bohemian Ceramics there were
1955, prispélo vice divodU. K méstu a jeho okoli se vaZze prosluld keramicka tra- plans to build a brand new
dice. Zdejsi specializovand Skola dokaZe navic pfipravit dostatek kvalifikovanych company specialising in the
odbornikd. Mistem vystavby, jeZ zacala v dubnu 1958, se stal prostor mezi silnici manufacture of functional and
vedouci z Bechyné do obce Lisky a korytem feky Luznice. sanitary ceramics. The decision
made in 1955 to build a new
plant in Bechyné was aided by
several reasons. The town and
its surroundings have a rich
tradition of ceramics. Moreover,
the local fine arts school-is able
to prepare enough qualified
experts. The construction of
the school was commenced in
April 1958 on location between
the road from Bechyné to the
LiSka village and the Luznice
river bed.

«—

Pracovnici spravy zédvodu — z kroniky — 1958

1

Organizacni plan investora v dobé zahdjenf stavby — z kroniky — 1955




1 1

Realizatori stavby — 1960 Stavebni prace — 1960
Contractors 1960 Construction work 1960

Tym investi¢niho planu vystavby zavodu — 60. léta 20. stol. Zaklady tovarni haly — 1959
Investment plan team of the factory construction — 60° of the 20" century Foundations of the factory hall — 1959

. 1 1

Logo — Keramické zavody Bechyné — 1962 Stavba pece — 1960 Stavba kominu — 1960
Logo — Ceramic Factories Bechyné — 1962 Kiln construction — 1960 Chimney construction — 1960
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\/ roce 1960 uZ probihaly prace na v8ech objektech tak, aby byly nejpozdéji
o dvandact mésict pozdéji pripraveny k montaZi strojniho zafizeni. Termin dokonceni
hlavni ¢asti dila pldnovany na 1. srpna 1961 se stihnout nepodafilo a zkuSebni pro-
voz odstartoval 6. listopadu. Béhem roku 1962 presly postupné do uzivani podniku
v8echny objekty s vyjimkou administrativni budovy. Po celé prvni &tvrtleti probihalo
testovani a Upravy technického zafizeni, takZze prvni zboZzi mohlo putovat k zékaz-
nikdm vz poCatkem bfezna. V zajmu minimalizace moZnych problémU se vedeni
podniku rozhodlo docasné zUZit vyrdbény sortiment na t¥i velikosti umyvadel, osm
druhU klozetd, jeden druh umyvatka a zkuSebné kombinovany klozet s nadrzi. Do
plného provozu presel zavod v roce 1963 a hned zaznamenal priznivé hospodarské
vysledky. Diky zvySeni rentability ¢innosti, zefektivnéni vyroby a zavedeni inovaci
stoupl odbyt v roce 1965 o0 11,1 %, z toho export 0 17,9 %. SniZily se ztraty z od-
padu i mnozstvi zmetkd a zavod ziskal prvni vyznamné ocenéni.

NER |:?I'

i 4

UYL
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Bytové domy pro zaméstnance — 1962

-

Usttizek z novin — zahajeni zkusebniho provozu — vybrano z kroniky p. Rypla — 1961

40

n 1960 the construction of all
buildings was under way to such
extent that the machines could be
installed 12 months later. However,
the deadline of the last part of the
construction planned for August 1,
1961 was not successfully met, and
the trial operation did not start until
November 6. In 1962 all buildings
were operational with the exception of
the administrative building. During the
first quarter, all machines were being
tested and adjusted, enabling the first
products to be shipped to customers
as early as the beginning of March.
To minimize potential problems, the
company management decided to
produce a narrower range of product
assortment, which included three sizes
of washbasins, eight types of toilets,
one type of a small washbasin. and
a trial of a combo water closet with
a tank. The factory was put into full
operation in 1963, and immediately
showed favorable economic results:
Due to bigger profits, more effective
production and innovations, the sales
went up by 11.1% in 1965, out of
which 17.9% is attributable to export.
Waste 'losses and the number:  of
rejects decreased, and the factory got
its first significant award.



Statistiky roku 1968 ovlivnily politické udalosti i technické problémy: hned tfi
havérie zpUsobily doCasné odstaveni jedné z peci, coZ se negativné promitlo do
exportu i dodavek pro tuzemské odbératele. Dopravni potize a Casty nedostatek
surovin mnohokrat ohrozily zasobovani vyrobnimi materialy. Od 1. ledna 1969 za-
ved| zavod peétidenni 42,5hodinovou pracovni dobu v jednosménnych provozech
a 40hodinovou v provozech nepretrzitych. VSechny soboty zUstaly zaméstnancm
vyhrazeny pro odpocinek. V roce 1970 se zavod soustredil na rozsiteni vyroby oz-
dobné i barevné zdravotnické keramiky. Primérné vydélky stoupaly Umérné ristu
produktivity prace, na némZ méla znacny podil zakdzka na vyrobu keramickych
oball pro narodni podnik Fruta Ceské Budé&jovice. Vyrabély se 2 typy obald na likéry
s obsahem 0,3 litru.

1

Detail loga pouzivaného na ozdobnou keramiku

«—

Keramicky obal kniha na likér pro Fruta n.p. Ceské Budéjovice — 128 x 96 cm — kol.1975
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| actory statistics from 1968 were influenced by both political events and
technical problems: three accidents caused one of the furnaces to be shut down

temporarily, which negatively affected the ort and deliveries for domestic

customers. Transportation difficulties and the frequent lack of materials repe
threatened the material supply. Starting January 1%, 1969, the company estat
a 42.5-hour week for single-shift employees and a 40.5-hour week for continuous
operation. All Saturdays were free for all employees to rest. In 1970 the factory
ocused on extending the production of decorative and colourful sanitary ceramic
wares. Average salaries rose as productivity increased, which was largely due to
the contract to make ceramic packaging for the national enterprise Fruta Ceské
Budéjovice. The contract involved making two kinds of packaging for liquor.

1

Bechyrisky keramicky zévod koncem 60. let



Cra inovaci
19/717-1980

Poéétkem 70. let reagovaly vyrobni plany bechynského zavodu na potfeby na-
rodniho hospodarstvi, predevsim prudky rozvoj bytové vystavby, pro niz zajistoval
produkci kombinaénich klozetd. Spolu s navySovanim vyroby pfiSla nutnost roz-
sahlé modernizace provozu, ale i zmény v cenovych relacich a skladbé sortimentu
navysenim podilu barevné zdravotnické keramiky. Koncem roku 1971 si zadvod pfi-
pomnél 10. vyroci zahdjeni provozu prekroCenim stanoveného planu. Zavod nava-
zal mezinarodni druzbu s porceldnkou Lichte z kraje Suhl v NDR. Cilem druzby byla
nejen vymeéna zkusenosti, ale i realizace vymeénnych rekrea&nich pobytd. Postupna
modernizace provozu v Faddech stamiliond korun pokracovala v dal$im roce mon-
tazi nové glazovaci linky. Zavod soucasné obdrZel uznani za vysledky v roce 1972.
V obdobi nasledujicich mésict bylo jeho hlavnim Ukolem adaptovat provoz vzhle-
dem k zavedeni vyroby nového typu zakladni umyvadlové fady a kombinacniho
klozetu s nadrzi z plastické hmoty. Zasadni vyznam méla pro modernizaci a re-
konstrukci vyrobnich provozU plynofikace peci, k niz keramic¢ka pfistoupila v roce
1976. Trasa plynovodu byla dlouhd pres 13 kilometr0 a do Bechyné vedla z Pod-
bofi pfes Oparany, Staré Sedlo, kolem Rataj, Haskovcovy Lhoty a Senozat. V rdmci
zahdjeni akce ,Modernizace zavodu Bechyné” v roce 1977 byl zavod vybaven tre-
mi jednoetazovymi tunelovymi pecemi, které nahradily staré dvouetdzové a které

linek na umyvadla a jedné linky na klozety. Ty byly schopny vyrdbét nepretrzité
a predstavovaly nejvétsi nardst vyroby.

-

Reditel R. Malena pfi svém poslednim slavnostnim projevu — 1972

Era of Innovation
a9/ 0

n the early seventies Bechyné factory production plans started
reacting to the needs of national administration, especially
to the steep rise of housing development for which it supplied
combination lavatories. In addition to the rise in production came
the need for a large-scale modernization, a change in prices and a
change in the range of products by increasing the portion of colored
sanitary ceramics. The factory celebrated a 10-year anniversary
of its production by surpassing its set goal. The factory engaged
in an international companionship with a porcelain factory Lichte
from Suhl in East Germany. The goal of this partnernship was the
mutual exchange of experience ‘and recreational trip exchanges.
The gradual, hundred-million modernization of the production
continued in the following year with the installation of a new
glazing production line. The factory also received appreciation for
its accomplishments in 1972. In the coming months its main goal
was to adapt the production to a new basic washbasin and a new
combination lavatory with a plastic tank: The gas installation of
kilns in 1976 was essential to the modernization and reconstruction
process. The gas pipeline went from Podbori to Oparany, Staré
Sedlo, around Rataj, HaSkovcova Lhota and SenoZaty. As
part of the “"Bechyné Factory Modernization” event in 1977, the
factory was equipped with three one-storey tunnel furnaces,
which replaced the old two-storey furnaces and which brought
significant quality improvements. The most important change was
the implementation of two pouring lines for the sinks and one for
the toilets. These were capable of nonstop production and they
meant a big increase in production.
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Stavba nové tunelové pece — 1980 Plynofikace tunelovych peci — 1976
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Reditel J. Svoboda prebira diplom za dobré pracovni vysledky zavodu Bechyné — 1972
1 R
Stavebni prace Clanek z denniho tisku — druzba s vychodonémeckymi kolegy z Lichte — 1974
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Béhem roku 1977 byla zahdjena vyroba nového typu kombinacniho klozetu
(290P s nadrzi 291), bidetu a nové fady umyvadel. Mezi Cetné inovace se zaradilo
i zprovoznéni smrst'ovaci pece na balenf vyrobkd. Misto v drfevité viné opoustély
v8echny produkty zavod na paletach upevnéné igelitovym obalem. Poc¢atek roku
1978 s sebou pfinesl dalsi zménu ve vyrobnim programu. Zatimco produkce za-
kladnich typ¥ kombinacnich klozetd, normalnich klozetd a umyvadel nadéle trvala,
skoncila vyroba koupelnovych doplniky.

Tuhé mrazy na za¢atku roku 1979 zpUsobily znacné energetické potize, coz zname-
nalo omezit doCasné vSechny provozy. Podafilo se v8ak zahajit pfistavbu trafosta-
nice a stavbu nového kominu. Jak nestastné rok 1979 zacal, tak skoncil. Mohut-
ny pozar kompletné zdevastoval nafukovaci haly s uskladnénym inventarem. Mezi
dobré zpravy patfila naproti tomu skute¢nost, Ze podnik zakoupil a pro rekreaénf
potieby svych zamé&stnancd zrenovoval star$i budovu v B&lé na Sumavé, kterou jim
predal k celorocnimu uzivani.

V zimé se zaméstnanci rekreovali na Sumavé

1

Investi¢ni vystavba pokracovala vybudovanim trafostanice — 1979
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I:)mdug,t'on of a new combination toilet (290P, with tank 291), bidet and

a new line of washbasins begun in 1977. The opening of a shrinking kiln for goods
as one of the many inno ons. d of the shipped products

being wrapped in wood wool, the products

secured by a plastic cover. The beginning of 1978 brought ar

and
discontinued.

Heavy frost in the beginning of 1979 caused substantial energetic trouble
meant temporarily restricting all operations. Despite these problems a ne
transformer station and a n chimney were built. The year ended as badly as

it b . A mas ire c ete estroyed the c ole halls

T 7

Keramické koupelnové dopliiky — 70. léta Stavba nového kominu — 1979



Ozdobna keramika

\/ Bechyni se vyrabéla ozdobna a uzitkova keramika v pomérné velkém roz-
sahu do roku 1994. V této vyrobé byly pfechodné zaméstnany téhotné Zeny pred
odchodem na matefskou dovolenou a zaméstnanci se snizenou pracovni schop-
nosti. Velice popularni byly pivni pUllitry s mysliveckymi a pivnimi motivy. Stavaly
se sbératelskou vasni a proto se jejich motivy Casto inovovaly. Existovaly pUllitry
s reliéfem jelena, kachny, zajice, koroptve nebo s rybarskymi motivy. Kratkou dobu
se v zavodé vyrabély tvarovky pro interiérové délici stény, dale vazy na kvétiny
a 80 cm vysoké dekoracni vazy.

T T

Fotografie z novin — 80. léta 20. stoleti Véaza — kol. 1975

«—

Keramicky pullitr s motivem kachny — kol. 1975 Tvarovky pro interiérovou délici sténu — kol. 1975

50

Decorative and utility ceramics had
been produced in Bechyné in relatively
large volumes until 1994. Pregnant
women before going on their maternal
leave and employees with limited work
capability were temporarily employed in
this production. Beer mugs with hunting
and beer motifs were amongst the
most popular products. They became
collectors’ pieces and thus the motifs
were often being innovated. The factory
made beer mugs with deer, duck, hare,
partridge and fishing motifs. Fittings for
interior partition walls, flower vases and
80 cm tall decorative vases were also
shortly produced in the factory.

Decorative Ceramics
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Dobyvani novych trho
1981-1990

\/stup do nového desetileti znamenal rozhodujici kroky v modernizaci zavo-
du. V 80. letech doslo ke zprovoznéni novych peci a glazovny, nové lici linky pro
kombiklozety a umyvadla, tfidictho dopravniku, montazni linky a k rekonstrukci kli-
Covych Usek zavodu. V roce 1984 se zacal vyrabét novy typ klozetu a umyvadla.
Vedle stalych odbytist' v SSSR a NSR zacal podnik exportovat na nové trhy v Belgii.
V bechynském zavodé tou dobou pracovalo pres pét stovek zaméstnancy. Rok
1987 se zapsal do historie bechynské keramicky nejen mimoradnymi dodavkami
pro Keriu a Svédsko, ale i tim, Ze z&vod jako celek ziskal prvni misto v soutéZi
.0 nejlepsi zavod okresu”. O rok pozdéji viak jeho bilanci nepfiznivé ovlivnily za-
vody ve Znojme a Teplicich, které vykazovaly neuspokojivé vysledky, a zhorSovaly
tim hospodareni podniku jako celku. Vedeni bechyrnského zavodu proto pozadalo
o zfizeni samostatného statniho podniku v rdmci koncernového sdruzeni Cesko-
slovenskych keramickych zavod® Praha. Ufady ale 4dosti nevyhovély a Keramické
zavody Znojmo se naopak s ucinnosti od 1. Cervence 1988 staly statnim podnikem
sdruzujicim zavody Znojmo, Bechyné ZK, Teplice, Bechyné FK a Kravsko FK. Poli-
tické udalosti nasledujici po 17. listopadu 1989 ovlivnily také béh keramického
zavodu v Bechyni. Listopadova revoluce pripravila podnik na cestu transformace
a dalSiho Uspésného rozvoje.

CESKOSLOVENSKA KERAMIKA, PRAHA

podnik zahraniinlhe vbehadu

«—

Znacka koncernu Ceskoslovenské keramické zavody Praha — podnik zahrani¢niho obchodu

Conguen i hew

Markets 1981-1990

Entering the new decade meant many  decisive  steps
towards further modernization of the factory. New Kilns, glazing
production lines, hew washbasin and toilets production lines,
new: sorting conveyors and assembly lines were:all put into
operation in the eighties. A reconstruction of key departments
also “took place during the same time. A new toilets and
washbasin started being produced in 1984. Apart from the
stable sales areas in USSR and East Germany, the company now.
started exporting to new markets in Belgium. There were over
a ‘hundred employees working in the factory during that time.
The year 1987 was special not only because of the extraordinary
shipments to Kenya and Sweden, but also because the factory
placed first in the “Best company of the district” contest. The
following year its balance was negatively influenced by factories
in Znojmo and Teplice, which showed unsatisfactory results and
dragged the company's economic activities down. The Bechyné
factory administration requested a foundation of an independent
state enterprise under the Czechoslovakian Ceramics Factories
Prague group. The officials however denied the request and
Ceramics Factories Znojmo became a part of a state enterprise
uniting factories in Znojmo, Bechyné ZK, Teplice, Bechyne FK
and Kravsko FK by July 1,:1988. Political events after November
17,1989 influenced the production: of the ceramics factory in
Bechyné. The November revolution prepared the company for
a path of transformation and further successful development.
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Automatizovand klozetova lici linka odstranila naméhavou ruéni praci — na fotografii pani Fuchmanova — 1981

An automatic toilet production line eliminated laborious menial work — photo by Ms. Fuchmanova — 1981

Klozetova linka — 1982 Proces palenf sleduje z nového velinu pan Blazek — 1985
Toilet production line — 1982

Mr. Blazek monitoring the firing process from his control room — 1985

1

Klozety typ 290P pred suséarnou linky — 1982
Toilets type 290P in front of the drying line — 1982
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1

Zaméstnanci pfi oslavach 1. méje — 1987
Employees during the May 1 celebration — 1987

Pozvanka na oslavu 25. vyro¢i zaloZeni zavodu 22. Bechyné — 1986
An invitation to the 25th foundation anniversary of the 22" factory — 1986

1

Clanek z denniho tisku — Staré vyhasly, nové pali napino — 1982
Daily press article — Old ones burned out, new ones firing at full blast — 1982
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\V dobré spoleCnosti
1991-2000

Poéétkem 90. let se bechyrisky zavod v rdmci privatizace osamostatnil. Stal se
akciovou spole&nosti a znovu se vratil k ndzvu JihoCeska keramika a. s., soucasné
vzniklo logo JIKA. Privatizace s sebou prfinesla nutnost restrukturalizace tak, aby
firma dokazala obstat i vedle svétové konkurence. To primélo jeji vedeni ke hledani
vhodného zahrani¢niho partnera. Uz na podzim roku 1991 se JihoCeska keramika
spojila se Svycarskou Keramik Holding AG LAUFEN, jednim z nejvétSich svétovych
vyrobcU keramiky. Tento krok pro ni znamenal zacatek nové etapy moderniza-
ce, expanze a prosperity. Spole¢nost musela reagovat i na dalsi politické zmény
90. let. Po vzniku Slovenské republiky zfidila zvlastni obchodni oddéleni v Brati-
slavé. Silny odbyt jejich vyrobk® v Polsku se zaslouZil o vznik zastoupen( firmy ve
VarSaveé. Pocatkem roku 1993 zahdjila JihoCeska keramika spolupraci s Dfevoja-
sem Svitavy, jehoz vyrobni program koupelnového nabytku doplnil sortiment zdra-
votnické keramiky. VSechny realizované zmény spole¢nosti prospély, a tak v roce
1993 dokazala na trh dodat 1 047 542 kusU zdravotnické keramiky. Diky rozsiteni
nabidky o produkty Drevojasu, keramiku sesterskych firem Laufen a ocelové vany
a sprchové vanicky némecké firmy Kaldewei dokazala uZ o rok pozdéji nabidnout
JIKA zdkaznikm kompletni vybaveni koupelen a toalet.

11,7

— «—

Logo — JIKA — 1991 Logo — JIKA — 1992
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In Good Company
1991-2000

—|_he company became independent during the privatization in the early
nineties. It became a joint-stock company and went back to its South Bohemian
Ceramics name (JihoCeska keramika a. s. in Czech) and so the logo JIKA was
designed. Privatization brought the need for the restructuring of the company
to be competitive on the global market. This caused the administration to start
looking for a suitable foreign partner. In the fall of 1991 South Bohemian Ceramics
formed an alliance with a Swiss Keramik Holding AG LAUFEN, one of the biggest
global ceramics producers. This step meant the beginning of a new era of
modernization, expansion and prosperity. The company had to react to further
political shifts in the nineties. It established a sales department in Bratislava after
Slovakia was established. Strong sales of its products in Poland were responsible
for the establishment of the company's representation in Warsaw. In 1993 South
Bohemian Ceramics started collaboration with Difevojas Svitavy, whose production
program of bathroom furniture supplemented South Behemian Ceramics’ sanitary.
ceramics range of products. All implemented changes benefited the company and
in 1993 it supplied the market with 1,047,542 sanitary ceramics products. Thanks
to the expanded range of products from Dfevojas, ceramics from the Laufen sister
companies and steel baths and shower bases from the German company Kaldwei,
JIKA managed to offer a complete range of bathroom and toilet accessories to its
customers.
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N a tuzemském trhu i v pfipadé exportu pfevazoval zdjem o zdravotnickou ke- O n the home market as well as in exports, the demand was higher for white
ramiku v bilé barvé. Na rostouci poptavku reagoval jihoCesky vyrobce zavedenim sanitary ceramics. The South Bohemian producer reacted to this demand by
novych produktd. Zarover rozhodl o prodeji provozu na vyrobu figuralni a ozdobné introducing new products. Subsequently the company decided to sell the factory
keramiky. V rdmci modernizace vybavila firma vSechna pracovisté vypocetni tech- producing figural and decorative ceramics. As a result of the modernization,
nikou, v roce 1993 vystavéla novou pec Reidhammer a do provozu uvedla plyno- the company equipped all departments with computer technology, and in 1993
vou kotelnu, kterd pozitivné ovlivnila kvalitu vyroby a zaroven prispéla ke zlepSeni built a new kiln Reidhammer and a gas boiler room, which positively impacted
Zivotniho prostfedi na Bechyrisku. Prodej vyrobkd podpofilo i dokonceni vzorkovny the production quality and contributed to the improvement of the environment
v Praze v roce 1995. around Bechyné. The overall sales also improved thanks to the showroom that was
finished in Prague in 1995.

Tlakové liti néddrzi — 1993 Tunelové pec Reidhammer — 1993 Koupelnovy set Lyra s ndbytkem — vyrobce nabytku Drevojas — 1995 Interiér v zorkovny v Praze — 1995
Pracovisté dvojitého litf klozetd — 1995 Linka na montéz klozetd — 1996 Koupelnovy set Lyra — vzorkovna Praha — 1995
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\/ roce 1996 ziskala spoleCnost certifikat jakosti. Vedle toho se zUCastnila vSech
ddlezitych vystav a veletrhd. Na vystavé Aquatherm v Praze napfiklad predstavila
novy set Festa. Zavod také investoval do provozu: spustil elektrostatickou glazo-
vacfi linku a tlakové liti klozetd a sloupU, pripravoval vystavbu dal$i tunelové pece
a nové pripravny hmot. Po zavrSeni druhé etapy modernizace se s ro¢ni kapacitou
vyroby 2,2 milionu kusU zafadil mezi nejvétsi vyrobce zdravotnické keramiky v Ev-
ropé. Téchto Uspéch dosahl navzdory nestabilnimu kurzu koruny vic¢i zahrani¢nim
ménam, nevyrovnané poptavce na trhu Ruské federace a v Polsku i politické situaci
v Ceské republice. Zasadni udalosti roku 1999 se stalo zaloZeni obchodnf organi-
zace LAUFEN CZ s. r. 0. Pocatkem listopadu se pak vétSinovym vlastnikem Keramik
Holding AG LAUFEN a potazmo i JihoCeské keramiky stala spolecnost ROCA sidlici
v Barceloné. Spojenim s pfednim evropskym producentem sanitarni keramiky se
vyrazné posililo postaveni JihoCeské keramiky ve vtahu ke globalni konkurenci.
VyS$Si poptdvka v roce 2000 zajistila zadvodu plné vytizeni. K maximalnimu vyuZziti
kapacit zadvodu prispéla také vyroba klozetd s nddrzi Victoria pro firmu Roca. Diky
zprovoznéni dalSich novych lavic, zdokonaleni tlakového liti umyvadel a rozsiteni
pfipravny glazur zaznamenala spolecnost nejen vyznamny posun v oblasti produkti-
vity prace, ale i kvality. Jednim z pozitivnich ukazateld byl 11% nardst poctu vyrob-
kO prvni jakosti. Aby zavod zachoval ekologickou Setrnost provozu, rozsifil Cistirnu
technologickych vod.

[T
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Koupelnovy set Lyra — Aquatherm Praha — 1996 Koupelnovy set Festa — Aquatherm Praha — 1996
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n 1996 the company acquired a certificate of quality. Apart from that it participated
in all relevant exhibitions and trade shows. At Aquatherm, an exhibition in Prague,
it for instance introduced a new set called Festa. The factory also invested in
its production: it started an electrostatic glazing line and pressure-poured toilets
and pedestals; furthermore it planned the construction of a tunnel kiln and
a new area for preparing materials. After completing a second stage of the said
modernization the company became one of the biggest sanitary ceramics producers
in Europe with its 2.2-million-product capacity. The company managed to reach
these accomplishments despite the unstable Czech currency, unstable demand
on the Russian and Polish markets and the volatile political scene in the Czech
Republic. The major event of 1999 became the founding of the business company
LAUFEN CZ s. r. 0. At the beginning of November, Keramik Holding AG LAUFEN and
consequently South Bohemian Ceramics were bought by the Spanish company
ROCA headquartered in Barcelona. Through the merger with the top European
manufacturer of sanitary ceramic wares, South Bohemian Ceramics’ position in the
global market was significantly strengthened. In 2000, higher demand led to the
company’s full production capacity. The manufacture of toilets with Victoria water
tanks for the Roca company contributed to its maximum utilization of production
capacity. Thanks to the new lines being put into operation, a better technology of
casting washbasins under pressure and an extension of the glazing workshop, the
company saw a substantial improvement in labor productivity, as well as quality.
One of the positive indicators was the 11% increase in the amount of first quality
products. To keep an environmentally friendly operation, the company expanded
the wastewater treatment plant.

Rocs

— «—

Logo Laufen Austrovit — 1985 Logo Roca — 90. léta 20. stoleti



Lyra — stalice v A
mezi koupelnami Among Bathrooms

\/Vroba prvnich kombiklozetd (¢. 286P/287 dle IFO) probihala podle skandi- —|_he first: WC Combinations (No. 286P/287
navského vzoru jiz pfed rokem 1970. NovéjSi a jednodussi verze kombiklozetu as per:|IFO) ‘were being produced according to
(€. 290P/291), ktery se dodaval i s plastickou n&drZi véetné splachovani od slo- the Scandinavian model before 1970. A newer
venské armaturky Myjava, byl vyrdbén i na klozetové lince. V roce 1983 se zacal and: simpler: design: of :the: WC-combination
vyrabét jeden z nejzndméjsich kombiklozetd ,Lyra”, nejdrive na rué¢nim liti a pozdéji (No.::290P/291), - which ‘could  be :delivered
na lici lince Netzsch. Jméno ,Lyra” v8ak ziskal pozdéji, nejdrive byl vyvijen jen pod with a plastic water tank including the flushing
¢islem 3209 a nesl nazev Oostende. Historicky nejstarsi série Lyra je vyrabéna jiz mechanism:-made  by: the  Slovak :company
Myjava,:-‘was :-even::-made:on :the  closet
pelna ,Lyra” (Lyra plus) nabizi v souasnosti svym zakaznikUm kromé sanitarni ke- production:line. :In 11984, one: of the most
ramiky také nabytek, vany, sprchové kouty i vodovodni baterie stejnojmenné série. popular ‘WC-combination: called: Lyra: ‘started
to-be' produced; first: by -manual casting, -and
later:-on-on the Netzsch casting machines. It
acquired the:name “Lyra” later on; first, it was
only produced under the number 3209 and
was called Oostende. The historically oldest
Lyra series has been in production since 1983,
and to this day it has very successful sales.
Today the best-known and most : popular
Czech bathroom “Lyra” (Lyra plus) offers its
customers not only sanitary ceramic wares but
also furniture, bathtubs, shower enclosures
and faucets under the same series name.

Kombinacni klozet 3209 Oostende (pozdéji Lyra) — 70. léta 20. stoleti

-

Kombinacni klozet Lyra — barevna keramika — 1983
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—
Koupelnovy set Lyra plus — 2013 Umyvadlo s krytem Lyra — 2002
Bathroom set Lyra plus — 2013 Washbasin with siphon cover Lyra — 2002
Umyvadlo se sloupem Lyra — 90. Iéta 20. stoletf Umyvadlo se sifonem Lyra plus — 2010
Washbasin with siphon Lyra plus — 2010

Washbasin with pedestal Lyra — 90° of the 20™ century

-5

Koupelnovy set Lyra — 1997 Kombinacni klozet Lyra — 90. léta 20. stoletf
Bathroom set Lyra — 1997 WC Combination Lyra — 90° of the 20" century
— R 1
Kombina¢ni klozet Lyra — 2002 Kombinaéni klozet Lyra — 2010
WC Combination Lyra — 2002 WC Combination Lyra — 2010
65

Koupelnovy set Lyra — 2002
Bathroom set Lyra — 2002
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Na pranu
noveho milénia
20012015

\/ souCasné dobé disponuje zavod nejmodernégjsim vybavenim vcetné plyno-
vych peci, technologii tlakového liti nebo automatizovanych provoz( glazovani
a posuvy, které odstranily namahavou ruéni praci a vyznamné zefektivnily vyrobni
proces. Nejvyssi standard predstavuje i logisticky servis, ktery na fazi vyroby nava-
zuje. V souladu s prisnymi ekonomickymi kritérii vykazuje zavod vysokou produktivitu
prace pfi nizkych provoznich nakladech, energetické Uspornosti a ekologické Setr-
nosti. Trvale rozsifuje sortiment svych vyrobk( a zdokonaluje jejich kvalitu. Inovace,
Spickové technologie, ale také prvotfidni profesionalové jsou zarukou konkurence-
schopnosti spolecnosti a jeji prosperity. V rdmci propagace svych vyrobkd se JIKA
UCastni vSech dUlezitych veletrh sanitarni a koupelnové techniky. Dynamicky obraz
spoleCnosti podtrhuje nejen stylova Uprava vzorkovych prodejen, ale i kampang, ji-
miZ se prezentuje. JIKA od svého vzniku zaujima vedouci postaveni mezi tuzemskymi
znackami sanitarni keramiky. Soucasneé roste jeji obliba na tradi¢nich trzich Ukrajiny,
Pobalti, Ruska, ale také v zapadni Evropé, na Stfednim vychodé a v dalSich regio-
nech. Zavod momentéalné zaméstnava 340 osob a ro¢né vyrabi keramiku v celkovém
objemu 1 340 000 kusu. Pro vSechny zdkazniky je JIKA trvalym symbolem tradice
a kvality.

«—

Prezentace znacky JIKA na veletrhu SHK Brno — 2006

On the Edge of the
New Millennium
2001-2015

Currently, the factory possesses the most modern equipment including gas
furnaces, technology of casting under pressure or an automatic glazing and feeding
system, which eliminated strenuous manual work and made the production process
more effective. The highest standards are represented by the logistics service,
which comes after the production phase: In compliance with 'strict economic
criteria, the factory shows high labor productivity while keeping low operational
costs, efficient energy consumption‘and environmental friendliness. The company.
is continuously expanding its assortment of products and is improving their quality.
Innovations, cutting-edge technologies as well as professional competence help
ensure the competitive ability of the company and its prosperity. To promote its
products, JIKA participates in all important trade shows for sanitary ceramic wares
and bathrooms accessories. Its dynamic image is not only underlined by the trendy
design of its showrooms but also by its promotional campaigns. Since its founding,
JIKA has been at the top position among domestic brands of sanitary ceramic wares.
At the same time, it .is becoming very popular in traditional markets in Ukraing,
the Baltic states, Russia as well as in Western Europe, Middle East and other regions.
The factory currently employs 340 people, and annually manufactures ceramics
totalling 1,340,000 pieces. For all customers, JIKA represents a permanent symbol
of tradition and quality.
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Linka WCM 060 na vysokotlaké liti klozetd — instalace 2008

WCM 060 production line designed fc installed in 200

ng toilets under high pre

—

FKS — poloautomaticka linka s podilem ruéni prace
FKS semi-automatic line with a manual work component

i 1 1

Pecni viz Tunelové pece — instalace 1993, 1996 a 1998 Interiér Galerie koupelen Laufen v Praze — 2003
Kiln vehicle Tunnel kilns — installed in 1993, 1996 and 1998 Interior of the Bathroom Gallery Laufen in Prague — 2003
Elektrostatické glazovani vyrobkd — od roku 1997 Vyvojové stredisko Interiér Galerie koupelen Laufen v Praze — 2015

Products being electrostatically glazed — since 1997 Development department Interior of the Bathroom Gallery Laufen in Prague — 2015
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Koupelnovy set Pure — novinka — 2015 Kombinaéni klozet Pure — novinka — 2015

70 71



Mezinarodnf

SYmMpozium keramiky

M ezinarodni keramické sympozium v Bechyni je poréddano nepretrzité od roku
1966 a je tak nejstarsi pravidelné porfadanou akci svého druhu na svété. Kazdé dva
roky se schazi proménlivd skupina vytvarnikd, kterd se snazf v inspirativnim pro-
stfedi predvést své uméni v tvorbé plastik a objektd z keramické hliny. Prace autor®
nalézaji své uplatnéni v bechynském Mezinarodnim muzeu keramiky (patficim pod
AlSovu jihoCeskou galerii) a v dalSich expozicich véetné prazské Narodni galerie
a Uméleckoprdmyslového muzea. V sou€asné dobé se jedna o vice jak 3000 objek-
t0 vytvorenych umélci z celého svéta. Artefakty souvisejici s keramikou vystavuje
také Galerie Pod Duhovu, jejimZ zakladatelem je Ludvik Jankd, nékdejsi zaméstnanec
a inZenyr stavby Bechyfiského zdvodu. V kvétnu 2011 hostila jeho galerie ex-
pozici usporadanou k 50. jubileu bechyrfiského keramického zavodu. V letech
2002 a 2014 bylo mezinarodni sympozium vénované tématu sanitarni keramiky.
Vysledek spoluprace umélce a designéra s modelafem predstavuje moznost vzni-
ku zajimavého uméleckého dila a sou€asné naprosto funkéniho vyrobku. Tato dvé
sympozia podpofila spol. LAUFEN CZ s. r. 0. vyrobenim funk&nich umyvadel. Nékte-
ré z nich vyrabi pod znackou Jika Art.

MIK Bechyné 2015

Mezinarodni institut keramiky Bechyné je nové zaloZena a oboroveé zaméfena insti-
tuce, kterd umozni odborné i laické vefejnosti vzdélani i praktickou ¢innost v oboru
keramiky, kterd je pro Ceskou republiku z pohledu historie i budoucnosti velmi do-
lezitd. Poskytne prostor pro tvorbu profesiondlinich umélctd, studentd uméleckych
Skol s pfimou navaznosti na prOmysl (LAUFEN CZ), prostor pro seminare a vyzkum
v oblasti technologie zpracovani keramiky a stane se mistem pro badatele v oboru
umeéleckohistorickém.

—

Beate Nieuwenburg — diturvit — Holandsko

International
Ceramics Symposium

—|_he International Ceramics Symposium in Bechyné has been held continuously
since 1966, making it the oldest regularly held event of its kind in the world. Every
two years, a group of various artists comes together and they show their artistry in
this inspirational environment by creating plastic arts and objects made of ceramic
clay. The pieces are then exhibited in the International Museum of Ceramics in
Bechyné (part of the Ales South Bohemian Gallery) and in other facilities including
the National Gallery 'in Prague and the Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague.
Currently, the collection includes more than 3,000 pieces created by artists from all
over the world. The artifacts related to ceramics are also exhibited in the Gallery Pod
Duhou, which was founded by Ludvik JankU, a former employee and an engineer
at the Bechyné factory construction. In May 2011 his gallery hosted the exhibition
to mark the 50th anniversary of the founding of the ceramics factory in Bechyné.
In 2002 and 2014 the international symposium was dedicated to theme of sanitary
ceramic wares. The cooperation of an artist and a designer with a model maker
results in the possibility of making an interesting piece of art and concurrently
a completely functional product. The company LAUFEN CZ s. r. o. supported these
two symposia by making functional washbasins. Some of them are manufactured
under the Jika Art label.

MIK Bechyné 2015

Mezinarodni institut keramiky Bechyné je nové zaloZzend a oborové zamérend
instituce, kterd umozni odborné i laické verejnosti vzdélani i praktickou ¢innost v
oboru keramiky, kterd je pro Ceskou republiku z pohledu historie i budoucnosti velmi
dulezitd. Poskytne prostor pro tvorbu profesionalnich umélcd, studentd uméleckych
skol s pfimou navaznosti na prmysl (LAUFEN CZ), prostor pro seminare a vyzkum
v oblasti technologie zpracovani keramiky a stane se mistem pro badatele v oboru
umeéleckohistorickém.
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Uéastnici sympozia 2002

Jan Benda (CR), Yoshikazu lkeda (JPN), Mariana Karoldkova (CR), Eva Polachova
(CR), Old¥ich Rujbr (CR), Vaclav Serak (CR), Antonin Toméasek (CR), Gabriel Vach
(CR), Ale§ Werner (CR)

Yoshikazu Ikeda — 2002 Umyvadlo — pol$tar — Eva Polachovad — 2002

Jan Benda — 2002
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Ugastnici sympozia 2014
Zorka Bezpalcova a Niek Zvartjes (Holandsko), Jan Capek (CR), Pedar Dalthorp
(USA), Petr Macek (CR), Colleen Toledano (USA), Gabriel Vach (CR)

1 i

Umyvadlo — proutény kosik — Gabriel Vach — 2014 Umyvadlo — Colleen Toledano — 2014

—

Umyvadlo — dlané — Petr Macek — 2014
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Podporujeme
studenty

S poleCnost LAUFEN CZ s. r. o. se aktivné podili na projektech zamé¥enych na
mladé designéry, studenty, ucné a podporuje tak zachovani keramického oboru.
Keramické zavody v Bechyni se vyrazné podileli na vyrobé umyvadel student® Ate-
liéru Keramicky design, Ustav uménf a designu zapadoceské univerzity v Plzni, ve-
deny Akad. Soch. Petrou Stastnou. Tématem diplomovych a klauzurnich praci byla
Moje koupelna — Mala koupelna — Hotelova koupelna.

1

Hana Malatkova — ZCU — Plzef — 2012 Helena Klicperovd — ZCU — Plzefi — 2012

1 N

Jan Kopfiva — ZCU — Plzed — 2012 Veronika Houdkova Roudnickd — ZCU — Plzeft — 2012
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We support
students

I_AUFEN CZ s.r.o. actively participates
in projects aimed at young designers,
students and apprentices and thus supports
the preservation of the ceramics craft. The
ceramics factories in Bechyné distinctively
participated in the making of the sinks.by the
students from Ceramics Design Studio, Faculty
of Art and Design at the University of West
Bohemia in Plzen, led by Academic Sculptor
Petra Stastnd. The topic of the thesis papers
and - projects ‘was My bathroom — Small
bathroom — Hotel bathroom.
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JIKL
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moje koupelna

Gzoch Bathrooms since 1878
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Reditelé
Directors

Josef Svoboda
1961-1978

D

Frantisk Suchan
1985-1986

Juan Fontanals Serra
2002-2004
generdlnf feditel
Managing Director

Oriol Cassas Torras
2007-2011
generdlni feditel
Managing Director

Ing. Vladimir Zeman, CSc.

1978-1983
Ing. Lumir Seifert
1983-1985

Ing. Zdenék Blazek
1986-2002

Petra Fischer
2004-2007
generdlni feditel
Managing Director

Ladislav Dvofrak, MBA
od 2011
generdlni feditel
from 2011
Managing Director

Osobnosti
Important Figures

Ludvik Jankd 1958-1989

V roce 1958 byl jmenovan vedoucim vystav-
by nového z&vodu na vyrobu sanitarni keramiky
v Bechyni. V roce 1967 nastoupil na generainf fedi-
telstvi Ceskoslovenskych keramickych zavodd. Je
¢lenem Silik&tového svazu a dlouhodobé spolupra-
coval se SUPS v Bechyni. Vlastni galerii Pod duhou,
kde porada vystavy a sympozia.

A

Karel Kabat 1961-1975
Stal u zrodu zdvodu v roce 1961 a pUsobil v ném
25 let. Béhem té doby byl vedoucim vyroby a rea-
lizoval v8echny investi¢ni zdméry vcetné zavadéni
novych strojU a technologii. Po odchodu do ddcho-
du az do svych 80 let dochézel do zavodu, aby tam
predaval zkusenosti svym nastupcdm.

Josef Svoboda

V JihoCeské kerami¢ce pracoval nejdrive jako hlav-
ni U¢etni, pozdéji se stal jejim feditelem. Ve funkci
zUstal i po zaclenéni zdvodu do narodniho podni-
ku Keramické zavody Znojmo. Josef Svoboda stél
u zrodu nového zavodu na vyrobu zdravotnické
keramiky v Bechyni a jako feditel jej ved| az do ¢er-
vence 1978, kdy odesel na vlastnf Z&dost.

Ludvik Jankd 1958-1989

In 1958 he was named the director of construction
for the new factory building for the sanitary
ceramics production in Bechyné. In 1967 he
joined the directorate-general of Czechoslovakian
Ceramics Factories. He is a member of the
Silicate Union and he closely cooperated with the
Secondary School of Applied Arts in Bechyné. He
owns the Gallery Pod Duhou, where he organizes
exhibitions and symposia.

Karel Kabat 1961-1975
He was instrumental in founding the factory in
1961 and worked there for 25 years. During
that time he was the head of production and
he implemented all investment efforts including
putting new machines and technologies into
operation. Since his retirement until he was
80 years old, he regularly visited the factory to
share his skills and experience with his successors.

Josef Svoboda

He originally worked as the head accountant at
the South Bohemian ceramics factory; later he
became its director. He remained in that post
even after the factory was incorporated into the
Znojmo Ceramics Factories state enterprise. Josef
Svoboda was instrumental in founding of the
new factory for the sanitary ceramics production
in Bechyné&, and remained its director until July
1978 when he left upon his request.
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Ing. Vladimir Zeman, CSc. 1978-1983
Pracoval ve vyzkumu keramiky v ndrodnim podniku
Jiskra v Tabote. Reditelem zavodu 22 Bechyné se
stal v roce 1978. Po roce 1983 odcestoval do Tan-
zanie, kde se podilel na stavbé z&vodu na vyrobu
sanitarni a uzitkové keramiky.

Ing. Lumir Seifert 1.8. 1983-30. 6. 1985
PUsobil jako asistent podnikového feditele Kera-
mickych zavodU ve Znojmé. V dobé jeho pdsobeni
v bechyriském z&vodé zdarné skoncila moderniza-
ce a vSechny Useky presly do plného provozu.

FrantiSek Suchan 1985-1986
1. ledna 1963 nastoupil do bechyriské keramicky
jako mistr balirny a bednarny. Od 1. Cervence 1985
se stal feditelema tuto funkci vykondval do konce
roku 1986.

Ing. Zdenék Blazek 1987-2004

Po privatizaci zdvodu v roce 1991 se stal misto-
predsedou a generdlnim feditelem podniku. V roce
2004 se stal predsedou predstavenstva a gene-
ralnim feditelem keramického zavodu ve Znojmé.
Zastaval funkci jednatele spole¢nosti LAUFEN CZ
a byl ¢lenem predstavenstva Asociace sklarského
a keramického promyslu CR.
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Vladimir Zeman, M.Sc., C.Sc. 1978-1983
He worked in ceramics research in the national
enterprise Jiskra in Tabor. He became the director
of the factory 22 Bechyné in 1978. After 1983
he travelled to Tanzania, where he contributed to
the construction of a sanitary and utility ceramics
factory.

Lumir Seifert, M.Sc. 1.8.1983-30.6. 1985
He was an assistant to the director of the Znojmo
Ceramics Factories. During his time at the company,
the modernization of the company successfully
concluded and all sections transitioned to full
production.

FrantiSek Suchan 1985-1986
On January 1, 1963 he started working as
a foreman in the Bechyné factory’'s packaging
plant. He became the director on July 1, 1985 and
remained in this post until the end of 1986.

Zdenék Blazek, M.Sc. 1987-2004

After the 1991 privatization, he became the
company’s vice-chairman and managing director.
In 2004 he became the chairman of the board
of directors and the managing director of the
ceramics factory in Znojmo. He was also LAUFEN
CZ's executive director and was a member of
the Czech Glass and Ceramics Making Industry
Association’s board of directors.

Jan Pokorny 1985-2012
V roce 1985 se ujal vedeni celé vyroby. V bechyn-
ském zavodé zacal pracovat 1. srpna 1967 jako
nalévac-retusér. Postupné ziskaval zkuSenosti na
pozicich technického kontrolora, referenta odbytu,
technologa hmot a glazur a vedouciho technologa.
Byl jednim ze tff oponent’ Rezortniho vyzkumného
Ukolu Ministerstva prdmyslu, kde ziskal vyznamné
znalosti a kontakty z oblasti silikdtového promyslu.

Ing. Robert Simek, Ph.D.
Vyrobni Feditel od 2005 a vyrobni a technicky redi-
tel od roku 2012. Vystudoval keramiku na VSCHT.
Za jeho pusobnosti doslo k Uplné rekonstrukci
vdech hlavnich vyrobnich procesU: oddéleni no-
vych tvard, novéa sadrovna, pripravna hmot i glazur,
lici linky, susarny, pece a nova tfidici pracoviste.

Ladislav Dvorak, MBA
Generalni feditel od 2011

Ve spolec¢nosti pusobi od roku 1992, kdy jako
Cerstvy absolvent gymnazia nastoupil v dopra-
vé bechyriského zdvodu. Po ziskdni zkuSenosti
v rbznych technickych pozicich ve vyrobé se stal
v roce 1999 vedoucim logistiky obou vyrobnich z&-
vodU v Bechyni a ve Znojmé, podilel se napriklad
také na reorganizaci logistiky v Bulharsku. V roce
2004 byl povySen na manazera zékaznického od-
délenf a logistiky na prazské centrale LAUFEN CZ.
Pozici generélniho feditele LAUFEN CZ prebral po
Spanélu Oriolu Torrasovi. Je to vibec poprvé od
zaloZeni LAUFEN CZ v Praze v roce 1999, kdy byl
na tento vyznamny post dosazen Cech.

Jan Pokorny 1985-2012

In 1985 he took leadership over the entire
production. He started working in the factory on
August 1, 1967 as a pourer-retoucher. Gradually
he gained experience as a technical overseer, sales
person, glazing and material engineer and chief
technologist. He was one of the three opponents
of the Department research task of the Ministry
of Industry and Trade, where he gained significant
knowledge about the silicate industry and made
new contacts.

Robert Simek M.Sc., Ph.D

Production director since 2005 and production
and technology director since 2012. He studied
ceramics at the University of Chemistry and
Technology Prague. During his leadership,
a complete reconstruction of all main production
processes took place: separating new shapes,
new plaster line, material and glazing preparation,
pouring lines, drying lines, kilns and new sorting
departments.

Ladislav Dvofak, MBA

Managing Director since 2011
He has been working for the company since 1992,
when started working in the Bechyné factory
transport department as a fresh high school
graduate. After gaining experience from various
technical posts in production, he became the
head logistician for both factories in Bechyné and
Znojmo in 1999; during that time he contributed to
the logistics reorganization in Bulgaria. In 2004 he
got promoted to a customer service and logistics
department manager in the Prague LAUFEN CZ.
He took the position of LAUFEN CZ's managing
director after Oriel Tarras from Spain. It was
the first time since the founding of LAUFEN CZ
in Prague that this important post belonged to
a Czech person.
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Chronologie

zahdjena vyroba technické keramiky v cihelné Petra Voka jako tzv. ,holandské” panve (vinovky)
knize Paar zalozil v Bechyni tovarnu na kamna, kde vyradbél tak stfe$ni krytinu ,bechyriské haky”
zaloZena odbornd keramicka Skola v Bechyni

v kamnarské dilné F. Lennera se vyrabi tahova kamna tzv. ,Lennerovky”

zahédjilo ¢innost druzstvo keramikd Bechyné

ustavena keramickd akciova spolec¢nost Keras

zalozena Keramicka akciova spolecnost Bechyné

vyrobu prebird vyrobni druzstvo Jihotvar

vyroba rozdélena mezi spolecnosti: Jihokera, Keramické zavody Znojmo a JihoCeskou keramiku
vznikl samostatny narodni podnik Jihoceska keramika Bechyné

narodni podnik Jihoceska keramika Bechyné zaclenén do VHJ Znojmo jako zavod 02

zahdjena vystavba moderniho zdvodu na sanitarni keramiku

novy zavod na sanitarni keramiku v Bechyni zahdjil vyrobu

zavod vybaven modernimi licimi linkami firmy Netzch

vyvoj loga Jihoceska keramika

Jiho¢eskou keramiku prevzal Keramik Holding AG LAUFEN

zahdjena spoluprace s druzstvem Drevojas Svitavy

ukoncena vyroba ozdobné a figurdini keramiky

zalozena obchodni spole¢nosti LAUFEN CZ se sidlem v Praze

$panélskéa spole¢nost ROCA prevzala Keramik Holding AG LAUFEN

ROCA se stala nejvétsim vyrobcem sanitarni keramiky na svété

keramicky zavod v Bechyni oslavil 50 let existence

60 let od usneseni vlady (25. 8. 1955), kterd rozhodla postavit moderni zadvod za Ucelem rozvoje
promyslu jemné keramiky (&. 2571) v Jiznich Cechéch

-

Zavod JihocCeska keramika se rozklada na 25 ha plochy a je vybaven nejmodernéjsimi stroji a technologif sanitarni
keramiky — letecky snimek — kol. 2007

Chronology

1558: - technical .ceramics: production started in Petr:Vok's brick factory for the “Holland” pans
(interlocking roof: tiles)

1875 — duke Paar founded a stove-making factory in Bechyné, where he produced roof tiles “Bechyné
hooks"

1884 — specialized ceramics school founded in Bechyné

1899 — ceramic stoves known as the “Lenner stove” are produced in F. Lenner’s stove-fitting workshop

1922 — Ceramics Makers Cooperative Bechyne began its operation

1922 — ceramics joint-stock company Keras established

1942 — Ceramics joint-stock company Bechyné established

1946 — production:cooperative Jihotvar takes over production

1948 — production split between: Jihokera, Ceramics Factories Znojmo and South Bohemian Ceramics

1950.— independent national enterprise South Bohemian Ceramics Bechyné established

1958 — national enterprise South-Bohemian Ceramics Bechyné incorporated into VHJ Znojmo as factory 02

1958 — new modern factory for sanitary ceramics began construction

1961 — new factory for sanitary ceramics in Bechyne began production

1980 — factory equipped with:new modern Netzch pouring'lines

1990 — Jlhoceska keramiKA logo design. process

1991 — South Bohemian Ceramics: taken over by Keramik Holding AG:LAUFEN

1993 — cooperation with Drevojas Svitavy started

1994 — decorative and figural ceramics:production discontinued

1999 — LAUFEN CZ company with its headquarters in Prague established

1999 — Spanish company ROCA took over. Keramik Holding AG LAUFEN

2006 — ROCA became the world’s:biggest sanitary. ceramics producer

2011 — ceramics factory in Bechyné celebrated its: 50" anniversary

2015 — 60 years since the government's decision: (25, 8. 1955) to build a modern factory to support
the ceramics industry in-South: Bohemia (no. 2571)

:33



/droje a vysvetlivky
Sources and key

MMB — Méstské muzeum Bechyné

ZCU — Zapadodeska univerzita v Plzni

LLEV — sbirka LLEV product design

FrantiSek Suchan — Kronika Keramickych zavodU n. p., z&vodu na vyrobu zdravotnické keramiky Bechyné

1956-1989, Z historie keramickych zavodd Bechyné, projev u prileZitosti 25. vyroci zaloZeni zévodu 19.12. 1986

Rudolf Krajic — Historické mésto Bechyné 2008

Rudolf Krajic a kol. — Historické mésto nad Luznicf, Bechyné 2000

LAUFEN — Inside 2004-2008

Vyroéni zpravy Jihoceské keramiky a. s. Bechyné — 1993-2000

SOA Trebonn — pracovisté zdmek J. Hradec — Paarska Ustfedni kanceldf — Praha — kart. 199 — inv. ¢. 387
Cubr. F a kol. — 1962, Porceldn a keramika 62, Mezindrodni vystava soucasné keramiky, Praha
Vladimir Havel — Bechyné a keramika 1941

EliSka Pokornda — www.kamnari.cz — Tradice Bechyné a keramika
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Obsah této knihy
je chrédnén autorskym zdkonem.
V8echna prava vyhrazena.

Bez pisemného souhlasu vlastnika
autorskych prév je zakdzéno jakymkoliv zpUsobem
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ilustrace i fotografie.

Dékujeme.
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is protected by copyright.
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it is forbidden to reproduce the contents of this book,
to use parts of the text, citations or reprint
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